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• "This report was prepared by Professor Alan B. 
Krueger of Princeton University and Professor 
Ying Zhen of Wesleyan College, with the able 
assistance of James Reeves. The survey was 
implemented by the Princeton University Survey 
Research Center, under the direction of Ed 
Freeland. We appreciate the cooperation of 
MusiCares in partnering with us to recruit many 
of the musicians who completed the MIRA 
survey."



Founder of MIRA (Music Industry Research Association): Alan Krueger
“Alan B. Krueger is an American economist, who is the Bendheim Professor of Economics and Public Affairs 
at Princeton University and Research Associate at the National Bureau of Economic Research. He is among 
the 50 highest ranked economists in the world according to IDEAS/RePEc.

Professor Krueger served as Chairman of President Barack Obama's Council of Economic Advisers and a 
Member of the Cabinet from 2011 to 2013. He also served as Assistant Secretary for Economic Policy and 
Chief Economist of the U.S. Department of the Treasury in 2009-10 and as Chief Economist at the U.S. 
Department of Labor in 1994-1995.”



2018 MIRA Musician Survey

• Survey of 1,227 musicians and composers 
conducted April 12-June 2nd. 

• Target: Individuals who earned a living as a 
musician or composer, or who were endeavoring 
to earn a living through making music. 

• Nonrandom Sample: MusiCares’ Clients (62%) and 
American List Council (30%) + Referrals (8%)

• Many questions taken from national surveys, so 
can compare to general public; questionnaire 
available online



Race & Ethnicity Look Similar in MIRA 
Survey and in ACS Musicians

ACS Musicians MIRA Musicians



Gender & Marital Status are Similar in 
MIRA Survey and ACS Musicians

ACS                        MIRA



MIRA Sample is Somewhat Older and 
More Highly Educated than ACS Musicians

ACS                        MIRA



And MIRA Sample Has Higher Income
Median $35k versus $25k

ACS                        MIRA



Quick Tour of Findings in Report

• Likes and Dislikes of Being a Musician

• Career Activities

• Discrimination and Sexual Harassment

• Mental Health

• Drug and Alcohol Use



Top 10 Genres Performed Last Year

• Classical 37%

• Jazz 35%

• Pop 35%

• Folk 31%

• Blues 31%

• Country 28%

• Christian 27%

• Adult Contemporary 24 %

• Independent 23%

• Mainstream Rock 23% 



Top Primary Instruments

• Guitar 25%

• Piano/Keyboard 17%

• Voice 15%

• Drums 10%

• Bass or Bass Guitar 10%

• Organ 5%

< 5 Percent

• Violin

• Tuba

• Trumpet

• Saxophone

• Trombone

• Clarinet





Note: Column 2 is the average share of music-related income from each source, taken over
musicians.    𝑠 =  𝑖

𝑛 𝑠𝑖/𝑛 where 𝑠𝑖 is musician i’s share of income from the source. 



Evidence on
Discrimination and Sexual Harassment









Prescription Drugs Use

• 13% used prescription medication for 
depression on a regular basis

• 12% used prescription medication for anxiety 

• 10% used prescription sleep medication

• 8% used prescription pain medication

• 8% used beta-blockers

• 3% used prescription medication for attention 
deficit disorder



Health Insurance Coverage Rate:

2013 FMC   57%
2018 MIRA  86%



Next Steps

• Make data available to MIRA Members

• Draw attention to disturbing findings to improve
conditions for musicians

• Asked respondents permission to follow up so 
will create longitudinal data.  

• Survey another (hopefully more representative) 
sample next year – ongoing MIRA annual survey


