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I attest to the following: 
 

1. This project received funding from VA HSR&D I01HX002631, the Laura and John 
Arnold Foundation, and the Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research. 
 

2. The project was approved by the Stanford IRB under protocol 34898 (“Comparison of 
VA and non-VA Medical Care”). This approval process included review by the VA Palo 
Alto Health Care System (VAPAHCS) Scientific Review Subcommittee.  
 

3. I am a staff physician at VAPAHCS. I have practiced in both VA and non-VA health care 
systems. 
 

4. I have no conflicts of interest to disclose. 
 

5. The contents of this paper do not represent the views of VA or the United States 
Government. 
 

6. Research conducted at the VA is required to comply with VHA Directive 1200.19. It 
stipulates that all research should be made public. At the time of acceptance for 
publication, the paper will be submitted to the internal VA PubTracker system to verify 
that it does not disclose confidential information. 
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