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Funding for this study was received from USAID, the Women’s Leadership in Small and
Medium Enterprises trust fund (WLSME), the Umbrella Facility for Gender Equality (UFGE),
and the World Bank Development Impact Evaluation Program. This project would not have been
possible without the financial support of the Mexico Institute for Entrepreneurs (INADEM) for
the program, and the project’s partner and implementing institution CREA (Comunidades de
Emprendedores Sociales) and in particular its Founder, Leticia Jauregui. I work for the World
Bank Group, and while the World Bank had the right to review the manuscript, none of these
funders had the right to request changes in the analysis. I am not an officer, director, or board
member of any organization. No other party had the right to review the manuscript, and I have
no other interests to disclose.

We follow World Bank guidelines of adhering to local standards and regulations on human
subjects clearance, and in the case of the current study the review of the World Bank proposed
no further review given that the program focused on established firms and it evaluated a program
that was funded and affiliated by the Government of Mexico. The purpose of the survey was
clearly explained to participants, including the fact that participation in the survey would not
have any impact on their participation in any government program, and that results would be
kept confidential. Informed consent was then obtained from each survey participant.
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